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Reagan says tax plan to correct abuses
WASHINGTON (UPI) - President Reagan

presented a historic tax reform plan Tuesday to
cot individual and corporate tax rates and create
"an America tot is bursting with opportunity" in
aiewuageoftheerjt7epreneur." .

"Death and taxes may be inevitable, bat unjust
taxes are not," Reagan said in a Ominute ad-

dress to the nation.
The president offered a broad outline of a tax

package detailed m a 500-pag- e document set for
release Wednesday morning certain to be the
catalyst for a rnontbs4ong debate pitting power-Mmtere- sf

groups against one another.
Democrats promptly said Reagan's plan is a

starting pant, bat only mat, for a thorough re-

view of the tax system.
Reagan asserted his program could spar the

economy to new heights, create new jobs, help
the poor "dimbout ofpoverty forever," and said- -

"Til start by answering one question on your
minds will our proposal help you? Yon bet it
witt,"

The heart of what Reagan called "America's
Tax Flan" is a redaction in tax rates that would
collapse the current set of 14 tax brackets for in-

dividuals ranging from 11 percent to 50 percent
to three rates of 15 percent, 25 percent and 35

percent The top corporate rate would drop from
46 percent to 33 percent

Reagan stressed the lower tax rates come with
a strengthened mirnmnm tax aimed at "those in-dmd- nals

and corporations who are not paying
their fairshare or, for thatmatter, anyshare."

"These abases cannot be tolerated," be said.

"From now on, they shall pay a minimum tax.
The free rides are over."

In the formal Democratic response to Reagan,
Rep. Dan Rflstenkowsta, D-0-1, said the adminis-
tration plan to overhaul the tax code is only a
starting point in a long debate.

"If the president's plan is everything he says it
is, hell have a great deal of Democratic sap-port-,"

said Rcstenkowski, chairman of the Boose
Ways and Means Committee that will have first
crack at the tax bQL

"Democrats will not, however, give the presi-
dent's reform plan a rubber stamp," he said.
"We will make some changes, correct some un-
balances, seek tomake it fairer."

lii making hs case for reform, the president
said, "In both sptnt and substance, our tax sys-
tem has come tobe on-America- n."

Urging the public to posh Congress to act this
year, Reagan said a "second American revolu-
tion" is brewing, a peaceful uprising "born of
popular resentment against a tax system mat is
unwise, unwanted andunfair."

Be ridiculed the present tax system before his
pnme-tun- e television audience, saymg the nation
most "radically change a system that shH causes
some to unrest their money not to make a better
mousetrap, botsnaplytoavoulatax trap."

Be said bis proposals could inspire economic
expansion by encouraging small business and
told young Americans, "You, too can become
leaders in this great new era of progress the
Age of the Entrepreneur."

"My goals is an America bursting with opportu-
nity," Reagan said, "an America mat celebrates
freedom every day by giving every citizen an
equal chance."

In arguing for simplification, he said the tax
code is "cluttered with gobbfedygook" and that
Albert Einstein, who unlocked the secrets of the
relativity, ''needed help on his 1040 form."

In general, people at the highest and lowest
ends of the income ladder would benefit most un-

der Reagan's plan. In stressing simplicity, Rea-
gan said only half of all taxpayers would have to
611 out returns and only one in four would find it
to their advantage to itemize their deductions.

Families could look forward to a rise m the per-
sonal exemption from $1,040 per person to $2,000
That increase, coupled with a hike in the stan-
dard deduction, ensures Americans below the
poverty line would pay no taxes, Reagan said

"We are offering a ladder of opportunity for ev-
ery family that feels trapped a ladder of oppor-
tunity to grab hold of and to climb out of poverty
forever," be said

Under the lower tax rates, Reagan said, "A
young married couple making $40,000 and taking
deductions could find themselves paying an effec-
tive tax rate of barely 10 percent

"The power of these incentives would send one
simple, straightforward mention to an entire na-
tion: America, go for it"

A rough analysis of the Reagans' own tax pic-
ture for 1984 show they would have saved almost
$30,000 under the plan. The Reagans paid about
oiie4biitiaftheirtoteliiamemtazeslastyear. '

Tax plan highlights
WASHINGTON (UPI) The major points in President I

Reagan's tax-refor- m plan:
" Abolishes current tax rates and replace them with I

three personal income tax brackets 15 percent, 25 per-
cent, 35 percent.

v Increases personal exemption to $2,000 and boosts
the income threshold where taxes begin.

v Eliminates deductions for all state and local taxes.
v For first time, taxes portion of employer-provide- d

health insurance benefits, workers' compensation and all
unemployment compensation.

w Retains full deductibility of mortgage interest on pri--
mary residence and charitable contributions for itemizers. 1

v Curtails write-off-s for business meals and eliminates E

deductions for business entertainment expenses.
y Increases IRA contribution for nonworking spouse I

to $2,000 same as working spouse. 1
v Cuts top capital-gai- n rate from 20 percent to 17.5 I

percent. I
Reduces maximum corporate tax rate from 46 per 1

cent to 33 percent. 1
Proposes minimum corporate tax for individuals and 8

corporations. I
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Bon Voyage
The 25-year-o- ld USS Nautilus, the frst nuclear-powere- d sub-
marine, makes its final passage before being retired. The
vessel is towed past the San Francisco skyline with a Navy

unTfltopbota

helicopter escort hovenng overhead. The 319-foot-lon- g sub-
marine departed from Mare Island and will travel to Connect-
icut, where it will be displayed in a Navy museum.

Sides in pot-bi-ll fight
trade deceit charges
By Patncfc Butler
Mttsourian staff writer

Opponents of a June 4 marijuana
ballot proposal said Tuesday that
supporters of the issue are spread-
ing misinformation and deceiving
voters.

"The proposed city ordinance . . .
is nothing but a veiled attempt to de-

criminalize marijuana possession,"
said John Dye Jr., regional director
of the Missouri Congress of Parents
and Teachers and coordinator of the
Just Say No Committee.

But supporters of the ordinance
say it is the opponents who are tell-
inghes.

"They're the ones that are mis-
leading people," said Keith Schaef-fe- r,

treasurer of Citizens for Respon-
sible Marijuana Law Enforcement
"There's no way you can decrumna-hz- e

it bypassing a aty ordinance."
The proposal would allow authori-

ties to prosecute anyone possessing
35 grams or less of manjoana onder
a aty ordinance rather than the
more severe state statute. Violators
under the aty ordinance would not
have a criminal record and maxi-
mum penalties for the first two of-

fenses would be kss than under the
state statute.

Dye and other opponents said at a
press conference that proponents of
the ordinance are deceiving voters
by rlannmg the ordmance would not

'Taking away criminal penalties
is decrrrnmalmng," Dye said. Al-
though authonhes still could pros-
ecute onder the state statute, Dye
said the aty ordinance would shield

offenders from the state law's more
severe penalties.

But Schaeffer said Boone County
Prosecutor Joe Moseky told sup-
porters of the ordinance that even if
the ordinance passes, he would use
the state statute if there was any ev-
idence that the suspect had been
selling marijuana.

Opponents also said the public was
led to beheve me proposal was the
same one the Colombia Area Sub-
stance Abuse Task Force recom-
mended to the City Council in No-
vember 1964. Schaeffer said his
group has never claimed the two
proposals were thesame.

What is the duTerence between the
two? Kitty Bams, a task force
member, said her grasp recom-
mended a aty ordinance met would
punish possession of 35 grams of
marijuana or less as a Class A mis-
demeanor. The baBot proposal
would make possession a mwtonea-no- r

hut would not speafy Class A,
she said. The task force's ordinance
would speafythe same penishments
asthystytfrslHfuti

If the proposed ordinance is not
adopted, Hams said, the task force
win contmne its efforts to get the
council to approve "the right ordi-
nance." Hams said the task force
will not try to put its proposal before
thevoters.

"There is a way to do it property
within aty government," she said,
"tt (the task force proposal) is abso-
lutely standing stffl because of this
election."

Dye said proponents of the mea- -
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Council still backs manager-evaluatio- n process
By Lanor Cretan
Mfesowtaa staff wMm

Despite the recent poBUcal flap
that led to the resignation of Conner
City Manager Dick day, Cohsnhia
Coy Ouaocfl members soil have
faith in an evaluation process by
which ttey gave Gray high marks at
'Janssry.

The coancQ in January landed
Gray's peffocmance and rated ha
abflmq M percent higher man fa
the previous year. Gray rooked
highest in'the areas 'of fiscal "man--,

agement, appearance, tamnunflra-tioaandcflrniiiunitiyrrtahnn- s.-"

GriyraaprdlttyttaPdercBB
efl uirn mit that stwninHl from the
resignation of fencer lfiayorJcba
Westhcd and me way Gray bad aF
lowed top. dry admsnistrators to

build op compensatory time.
"I dost think the review process

had anything to do with Mr. Gray's,
dembe," Foarth Ward Owitriknan
Pat Barnes said Saturday. Gray was
forced to leave office becaoee'ef caa-trwera- fcs

saneondfag Weshnd
resignatkra and the poficy on com-pensat- ary

tane, Barnes sakt Bofli
controversies occsrred aSer Gxaya
iBnaniy evalcationby flieweancil

Wesflaid resjgoes? in April after
an aadtt ordered by Gray showed
me fanner" mayor bad collected
ahoat Jttpn mrekidwpwpeats
framatVcoffera Gray a&egedry or-
dered Oe aadttaBer' hearing ru-mo- cs

Sas WeatZoad bad ben aeek-io- g

wajstofirelanx , -
Gray steppsdjrdewa kaathaa a

nxnth'bter, iMuearedg ordering
thevWesQand aadtt, which foenril

nifiiJifts condemned as an embsr-raaame- nt

to aty govemnieuL Gray
also was onder fire for bis pohcy on
compensatory time, whkh had al-tow- ed

highanlung, salaried ctfy of-ficf- aus

to baQd up shxable nest eggs
attaxpayers expense.

First Ward CoeBtilpoaaAl Tacker
alco aaia Grayj dagiitiae rrsattrd
from me Wesfland aadit and the
cornpeasatory ome cuuteuveuy
issaes he sakt bad no relation to the
Jaosary evafaation. "Thiags blew
ap after Jaoaary," Tacker said. Be
sakt he moagnt Gray had done an
rucrBrnt jobanlflmesiwnnalit aar-fitce- d.

" ' 4r
x Fanner Mayor Robert Pqgh, who
iwBiaal the enwaifs M4 and

IMS reviews of Gray, aakt the recent
fHiBfifal -- itnriWw 'Hud of makes

r

that (evaluation) process look like a
Joke." But be said he stfll has farm
in using the process to grade future
city managers.

"These (the Westlnnd audit and
compensatory time) are things mat
dry managers definitely get men-bead- s

lopped off for," Pugh said.
The coantil may have mnander-stoo- d

Gray's teadsrsbto abilities, he
sakt "There was more tension there
than nynn wMnytpl.

Pogh said be stffl minks the eval-nsu- on

process decreases me poasi-lam- y

of firictson between the mxo-ageraadthecoaad-l.KR

lessens the
ri?anre of con&ontatiaB over what
the (Onncaknowaa thinks,'
he said, "hot nobody cookl have nce-dictedmesetfaiBgsttat- camen.

Third Ward Onureflnun Ed Kef

ser, who was ayyssxzi w uc coun-c-fl

after the evaluation, sakt he sap-port- ed

the Gray review and would
support reviews of future managers.
'1 flunk cooncus in the past have
been able to call a spade a spade,
he said.

Sach reviews show the public that
coy bureaucrats are accountable to
the people's elected representativ es,
Kaiser said. Reviews become inval
idoniywheflthepobacnastrustsme
jodgment of cooncO members, he
said.

Pogh said the council took Gray's
evaluation senoasty and probably
win want to contmse wim sach
grade cards. Rot, he said, the can-trover- sy

that sarroonded Gray's
rerigsation may have made voters
steptkal oT merating procedure.

However, Fifth Ward Conocuwo-ma- n

Barbara MeDsEsald daogreed.
Conanhiars knew the cSmate to the
County-Cit-y Building radically
changed when the anptkattoea of
the wesOood aadtt became patBe.
shesaid.

She, tea, said abe woald aapjwrt
gradtag fotare maaasers, and said
such reviews are vatd mea-surerae- nts

of cocncil-maBag- er

The coancfliB January rated Gray
on IS areas & performance, todad--

devebeinent and fiui jj n. .
ttons. Gray scored K.43 oreraB, a
slgnirksat Jemp from the 77J6 be
seared in Janrary lm. Gray's score
was rated on a scale from eae to Me.
tocowcaaendrwiwgeastod
torateianifraatwtotti.
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